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Mostyn Docks Limited 

Environmental Policy 
 

First Issued: 9 July 2026 

Latest Version: Version 3.0 July 2026 

1.  Scope and Application 
Mostyn Docks Limited is the Statutory Harbour Authority for the Port of Mostyn and the 
Competent Harbour Authority for the Dee Estuary Pilotage Area. This Environmental 
Protection Policy applies to all marine operations and activities undertaken by or on 
behalf of Mostyn Docks Limited within the harbour area and the Dee Estuary Pilotage 
Area, including operations conducted by third parties within the jurisdiction of the 
Authority. 

The Dee Estuary is an internationally significant estuarine environment, designated as a 
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), a RAMSAR wetland of international importance, 
a Special Protection Area (SPA) for birds, and a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 
under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017. These designations 
impose heightened environmental duties on the Authority in the exercise of all its 
functions, and this policy reflects those duties accordingly. 

2.  Commitment 
As Duty Holder under the Ports and Marine Facilities Safety Code, the Managing 
Director of Mostyn Docks Limited is personally committed to environmental 
performance in the management of all marine operations within the Authority’s 
jurisdiction. The protection of the Dee Estuary’s internationally important habitats and 
biodiversity is recognised as a primary duty that must be discharged alongside, and not 
subordinate to, the commercial operation of the port. 

Mostyn Docks Limited undertakes to conduct all its functions with special regard to 
their environmental impact, to prevent acts or omissions that may cause damage to the 
environment, and to work with agencies and others to comply with national legislation 
in respect of the management of environmentally designated areas and the biodiversity 
of harbour waters, including where technically feasible and not disproportionately 
costly, measures to achieve good ecological status. 
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3.  Legislative Framework 
The Authority discharges its environmental duties in accordance with all applicable 
legislation including, but not limited to: 

• Harbours Act 1964 (Section 48A – environmental duty) 
• Coast Protection Act 1949 
• Water Resources Act 1991 
• Merchant Shipping (Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Co-operation 

Convention) Regulations 1998 
• Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 
• Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (Section 40 – biodiversity 

duty) 
• Environment (Wales) Act 2016 
• Environment Act 2021 
• Dangerous Goods in Harbour Areas Regulations 2016 
• Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 
• Other requirements as identified by the Authority’s legal register, which is 

maintained and reviewed as part of the three-yearly legislative review cycle in 
accordance with the MSMS. 

 

4.  Specific Commitments 
In fulfilling its environmental duties, Mostyn Docks Limited commits to: 

4.1 Oil Pollution Preparedness and Response 

• Maintain, exercise, and review an Oil Spill Response Plan for the Dee Estuary in 
accordance with the Merchant Shipping (OPPRC) Regulations 1998, submitted 
to and approved by the Maritime and Coastguard Agency. 

• Ensure that adequate oil spill response equipment is held on site and 
maintained in a state of operational readiness at all times. 

• Ensure that all relevant personnel are trained in the operation of oil spill 
response equipment and are familiar with the procedures contained in the Dee 
Estuary Oil Spill Contingency Plan. 

• Report any pollution incident to the MCA, Natural Resources Wales, and other 
relevant authorities in accordance with statutory obligations and the procedures 
contained in the MSMS. 
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4.2 Habitat and Biodiversity Protection 

• Have regard to the conservation objectives of the Dee Estuary’s SAC, SPA, SSSI, 
and RAMSAR designations in the exercise of all the Authority’s functions and 
engage proactively with Natural Resources Wales in meeting those objectives. 

• Ensure that all harbour works, dredging operations, and other activities with the 
potential to affect designated habitats are subject to formal risk assessment and 
the appropriate consenting processes in conjunction with Natural Resources 
Wales. 

• Continue the dredging monitoring protocol in line with the requirements of the 
relevant consents. 

4.3 Waste Management 

• Maintain and implement a Waste Management Plan for the port, ensuring that 
waste arising from port operations and from vessels is managed in accordance 
with applicable legislation and best practice. 

• Ensure that adequate port waste reception facilities are available in accordance 
with MARPOL requirements, and that information about those facilities is made 
available to port users. 

4.4 Environmental Risk Management 

• Incorporate environmental risk into the formal risk assessment process, 
identifying hazards with the potential for environmental harm and ensuring that 
control measures reduce those risks to as low as reasonably practicable 
(ALARP). 

• Ensure that third-party marine facilities and operators within the jurisdiction of 
the Authority are made aware of the environmental designations applicable to 
the Dee Estuary and of the requirements of this policy. 

4.5 Stakeholder Engagement 

• Consult with Natural Resources Wales and other relevant regulatory and 
statutory bodies on environmental matters affecting the Dee Estuary. 

• Engage with port users, contractors, and the wider community on environmental 
matters through Port User Groups and other appropriate forums. 

• Ensure that all users of the port are made aware of the environmental sensitivity 
of the Dee Estuary and of the measures required to minimise pollution through 
the Authority’s environmental procedures and Notices to Mariners. 
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5.  Performance Measurement and Review 

Environmental performance will be measured against the following indicators: 

• Number and severity of pollution incidents and near misses with environmental 
consequences, recorded in the MSMS incident database. 

• Completion of the annual dredging monitoring protocol and submission of 
results to the relevant authorities within required timescales. 

• Availability and serviceability of oil spill response equipment, assessed through 
regular inspection and recorded in the maintenance log. 

• Completion of annual oil spill response training and exercises by relevant 
personnel, recorded in the marine training matrix. 

• Timely production and publication of the annual environmental monitoring 
report. 

 

This policy will be reviewed by the Duty Holder at intervals not exceeding three years, or 
sooner in the event of a significant change in the environmental designations applicable 
to the Dee Estuary, a change in applicable legislation, a significant pollution incident, or 
the findings of an audit or investigation. Performance against this policy will be reported 
to the Duty Holder annually as part of the MSMS review cycle described in Section 
K1.2.1 of the Mostyn Docks Limited Marine Safety Management System. 

 

 

Jim O’Toole 
Managing Director & Duty Holder 
9 July 2026 


